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To all whom 1t may concern:
Be it known that I, Jou~x R. Comss, a

“citizen of the United States, residing at

Portsmouth, in the county of Scioto and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Jews-Harps,
of which the following is a specification,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings.

This invention comprehends certain new
and useful improvements in musical instru-
ments and has for its primary object a
simple construction of jews’-harp embody-
ing a sound box in which the reed is held
at one end.

The invention is illustrated in the draw-
ing in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de-
vice; Figs. 2 and 3 are transverse sectional
views on the lines 2—2 and 3—3 respec-
tively of Fig. 1; and Fig. 4 is an inverted
detail perspective view of one of the sound
box plates.

My improved jews’-harp includes -a body
portion 5 which is formed by a substan-
tially circular head 5 and an attenuated
mouth engaging portion 5% The portion 5*
is provided with a longitudinal slot 5" which
forms a continuation of the circular opening
5¢.in the head 5. A reed 6 is secured at
one end by a set screw 10 in a recess 7
formed in one face of the head 57, said reed
extending across the circular opening 5°
and out into the slot 5, the free end of the
reed being angularly disposed as indicated
at 6" and formed at its extremity with an
enlargement 6* adapted to be engaged by
the finger of the operator in the usual man-
ner.

To preduce a sound box in which one end
of the reed 6 is mounted, I secure to the
opposite faces of the head 5’, plates 10/
which extend over and inclose the opening
5¢ of the head 5’, the inner opposing faces
of said plates being correspondingly re-
cessed coextensive with the opening 5° as
indicated at 11 and as best illustrated in
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' Fig. 2. The plates 10" are secured to the

head by fastening devices 12. One of the
plates 10 is cut away at one side as at 14
and the recess thus formed is filled in by a
segment 8 through which the set screw 10
passes, .said segment being riveted to the
head 5’ as indicated at 9 and being de-
signed, in connection with the set screw 10,
to securely clamp the reed in position.

From the foregoing description in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing, the
operation of my improved jews-harp will
be apparent. It is actuated in the ordinary
manner and the pitch of the tones is varied
by the mouth of the user of the instrument,
the vibrations of the reed 6 setting up or
producing air vibrations not only by the
exposed. portion of the reed but within the
sound box in which the attached end of the
reed is mounted.

Having thus described the invention, I
claim:

1. A jews’-harp, comprising a body por-
tion embodying a head and an attenuated
mouth portion, the head being formed with
an opening and the mouth engaging portion
with a slot communicating with said open-
ing, a reed mounted in said slot and extend-
ing into and across the opening of the head,
means for securing one end of the reed to
the head, and plates secured to the opposite
faces of the head and covering the opening
therein.

2. A jews’-harp, comprising a sound box
and an attenuated slotted portion extend-
ing from the sound box, the sound box hav-
ing an opening communicating with one end
of the slot of the said slotted portion, and
a reed mounted in said slot and extending
across the sound box and secured at one
end therein.

In testimony whereof T hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN RILEY COMBS.

Witnesses:

Jouxw W. Byrox,
W, Freprric BoTLEr.

Ccpies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”

50

60

70

80

85

90



